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                                     The Narrative Ballad
OC2:
Speaking to Communicate

RLS2:
Understanding Form & Style

W1:
Developing and Organizing Content

W2:
Using Knowledge of Form & Style

W3:
Applying Knowledge of Conventions

MS3:
Creating Media Texts

Learning Goal: Be able to write and present a narrative ballad.  
Step One: Write a ballad of your own that is a minimum of 32 lines (8 stanzas) and has a regular rhyme scheme and rhythm.  Additional length and more sophisticated structures (use of internal rhyme) will result in a higher level.  Ensure you check the Success Criteria:
___ Theme is tragic, heroic, romantic or historic

___ Has a stanza structure for the verses and may have a refrain or chorus

___ Has a rhyme scheme, preferably ABAB or ABCB

___ Has a regular rhythm, preferably 8-6-8-6

___ Has a clear beginning, middle and end to the narrative
___ Uses dialogue and/or clichéd phrases or expressions
___ Uses imagery (sensory description, similes, metaphors)

___ Uses sound devices (onomatopoeia, alliteration, repetition)

___ Uses literary devices (allusion, hyperbole, personification, irony, symbolism)

___ Ballad should be typed in the proper poetic format

___ Two copies should be submitted (1 clean copy + 1 labelled copy)

___ Labelled copy should contain the following: 

· All devices identified by footnotes, with a detailed description of the intended purpose and effect of that specific usage.

· Properly labelled rhyme and rhythm schemes.

Step Two: Find a creative way of presenting the ballad to the class.  Use one of your many multiple intelligences

· Linguistic intelligence ("word smart") – Write your ballad using older forms of English (Elizabethan or Middle English) or a particular dialect (Maritimes, Western, Deep South) and represent your word selection/etymology in a visual manner.
· Logical-mathematical intelligence ("number/reasoning smart") – use computer/research skills to present your ballad in a creative manner like a sophisticated plot graph/flowchart or character web.
· Spatial intelligence ("picture smart") – create a graphic novel, a children’s literature book, or a visual essay.
· Bodily-Kinesthetic intelligence ("body smart") – act out your ballad with a group of friends at home or with your classmates in class. Create figures of your characters out of modeling clay, PlayDough, or pipe cleaners.
· Musical intelligence ("music smart") – record your ballad by either singing/playing it yourself or with friends.  Record a dramatic reading with music in the background.  Pretend your ballad is the inspiration for a movie and develop/record the soundtrack.
· Interpersonal intelligence ("people smart") – create a shoebox full of items that would be important to characters in your ballad.
· Intrapersonal intelligence ("self smart") – use metacognitive writer’s journals that record the writing/thinking process as you work through this project.
· Naturalist intelligence ("nature smart") – create a diorama or setting for your ballad using primarily natural/recycled materials.
Step Three: Present your project to the class.  This includes a reading of your own original ballad and a presentation of your media/creative elements.
	
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1
	Level R

	Knowledge:

2.1 (Form)
	Demonstrates thorough knowledge and understanding of structure and textual features of a ballad
	Demonstrates considerable knowledge and understanding of structure and textual features of a ballad
	Demonstrates some knowledge and understanding of structure and textual features of a ballad
	Demonstrates limited knowledge and understanding of structure and textual features of a ballad
	Does not meet requirements

	Thinking: 

Story
1.2 (Generate and Develop Ideas)
Creativity and Originality 

1.2

Planning notes/process work 

2.6 (Revision)
	Tells a story that answers all W5’s with many concrete details

Story shows an exceptional degree of creativity and original thought

Planning notes, rough draft, peer editing all completed thoroughly
	Tells a story that answers most of the W5 with details

Story shows good creativity and original thought

Planning notes, rough draft, peer editing all completed.
	Suggests a story that answers some of W5 with some details

Story shows little creativity and original thought

Weak planning notes OR weak rough draft. Little meaningful editing
	Little evidence of story, few answers to W5 and limited details

Story shows no creativity and original thought. It is  unclear, vague  or underdeveloped

Only planning notes OR rough draft completed. Very limited OR no  meaningful editing
	Does not meet requirements

Does not meet requirements

Does not meet requirements

	Communication

Diction

 2.3 (Diction)

Rhythm and rhyme
2.3 (Elements of Style)
Repetition
2.3 (Elements of Style)
Presentation
Non-verbal skills
2.6 (Non-verbal Cues)
Presentation

Verbal skills
2.5 (Vocal Strategies)
Explanation of purpose and effect of devices

2.2 (Text Features)
Mechanics
3.1 (Spelling)

3.4 (Grammar)
	Words are carefully chosen to reveal attitude, mood and tone. 

Rhythm and rhyme used very effectively

Repetition of words, lines and/or chorus used very effectively

Holds attention of entire audience w/direct eye contact, movements & gestures are fluid; displays relaxed, self-confident nature

Uses clear voice, correct and precise pronunciation

Thorough and detailed rationale for author’s use of poetic devices 

Spelling and grammar is near/flawless
	Diction chosen reveals attitude, mood and tone.

Rhythm and rhyme used effectively

Repetition of words, lines and/or chorus used effectively

Consistent use of direct eye contact w/ audience, movements & gestures enhance articulation

Voice is clear, pronounces words correctly.

Good justifications for author’s use of poetic devices

A few minor errors in spelling and grammar
	Diction chosen reveals some aspects of attitude, mood and tone.

Rhythm & rhyme used somewhat effectively

Repetition of words, lines and/or chorus used with some effect

Minimal eye contact with audience, very little movement and gestures; displays mild tension

Voice is low, mispronounces words. 

Some attempt to explain author’s use of poetic devices; lacks depth

Several errors in spelling and grammar
	Diction reveals attitude, mood and tone to a limited extent

Rhythm and rhyme used with limited effect

Repetition of words, lines and/or chorus used with limited effect

No eye contact with audience, no movement or gestures; tension and nervousness are obvious.

Student mumbles, incorrectly pronounces words. 

Limited explanation for author’s use of poetic devices; poor effort

Excessive errors in spelling and grammar
	Does not meet requirements

Does not meet requirements

Does not meet requirements

Does not meet requirements

Does not meet requirements

Does not meet requirements
Does not meet requirements

	Application:

Use of literary devices
2.1 (Form)

Creates a media/ text to accompany ballad 

3.4 (Producing Media Texts)
	Sophisticated literary devices are used throughout and to great effect

Transfers knowledge and skills to new contexts with a high degree of effectiveness when creating new texts
	Effective literary devices are used often. Has included at least 5 devices. 

Transfers knowledge and skills to new contexts with considerable effectiveness when creating new texts
	Style devices are used, but are often cliché.  Has not included enough literary devices

Transfers knowledge and skills to new contexts with some effectiveness when creating new texts
	Literary devices  used awkwardly and/or ineffectively OR no literary devices identified

Transfers knowledge and skills to new contexts with limited effectiveness when creating new texts
	Does not meet requirements

Does not meet requirements


Teacher Comments:
