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Course Description:

This course is designed to help students acquire and demonstrate the cross-curricular literacy skills that are evaluated by the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT). Students who complete the course successfully will meet the provincial literacy requirement for graduation. Students will read a variety of informational, narrative, and graphic texts and will produce a variety of forms of writing, including summaries, information paragraphs, opinion pieces, and news reports. Students will also maintain and manage a portfolio containing a record of their reading experiences and samples of their writing.

Essential Learning: 

	EL1
	· demonstrate the ability to read and understand of the content and meaning of informational, narrative, and graphic texts using a variety of reading strategies

	EL2
	· demonstrate an understanding of the organizational structure and features of a variety of texts, including: informational, narrative, graphic

	EL3
	· demonstrate the ability to respond to and connect with a variety of texts, including: informational, narrative and graphic

	EL4
	· use a variety of strategies to understand unfamiliar and specialized words and expressions in informational, narrative, and graphic texts

	EL5
	· demonstrate the ability to use the writing process by generating and organizing ideas and producing ﬁrst drafts, revised drafts, and ﬁnal polished pieces to complete a variety of writing tasks

	EL6
	· use knowledge of writing forms, and of the connections between form, audience, and purpose, to write: paragraphs, essays, news reports, summaries and journals

	EL7
	· demonstrate the ability to identify strengths, weaknesses, and strategies for improvement in both reading and writing


Body of Evidence of Essential Learning:  Missing evidence of learning may result in loss of credit. To achieve a credit in this course, the following must be completed. Seventy percent (70%) of the final mark will come from term work and thirty percent (30%) will come from final evaluations.  Student work will be evaluated using a balance of the Ministry’s four achievement chart categories:  knowledge & understanding, thinking & inquiry, application and communication. 

	· Demonstration of the use of a variety of pre-reading strategies

	· Demonstration of reading comprehension of a variety of text, including: informational, narrative and graphic 

	· Demonstration of the ability to identify the purpose of a variety of text features of informational, narrative and graphic texts

	· Demonstration of a personal response to a variety of texts, including informational, narrative and graphic

	· Demonstration of the ability to identify the main ideas of a text and construct a written summary of a text

	· Demonstration of the ability to identify the different parts of the organizational structure of a news report and construct a written news report for a specific audience

	· Demonstration of the ability to construct a series of paragraphs clearly stating an opinion by using an appropriate organizational structure (ie. an essay)

	· Demonstration of the ability to reflect on personal learning regarding a variety of reading and writing strategies



 OLC4OI Final Evaluation (30%)

	EL1, EL2, EL3, EL4
	Reading Comprehension Assignment
	8%

	EL1, EL5, EL6
	Written Summary
	7%

	EL5, EL6
	Informal Personal Essay
	8%

	EL7
	Reflective Learning Journal
	7%


Please see school website for detailed School Assessment & Evaluation Policy. 

Units of Study:
1. Reading Strategies – a variety of stories, essays and nonfiction articles
2. Expressing an Opinion in Writing – a variety of essays and nonfiction articles
3. The Summary – a variety of essays and nonfiction articles
4. The News Report -- a variety of newspaper articles
5. Summative Evaluation -- portfolio of reading and writing skills

Signatures
OSSLC

Please sign below indicating you have read and understood this course outline, including the requirements for successful completion of this course, and return this sheet to your teacher:

Student Name: _________________  
Student Signature: _________________ 
Guardian/ Parent Name: ________________ 
Guardian/ Parent Signature: ________________
Please indicate best method of communication:
Guardian/ Parent’s Phone #: __________________
Guardian/ Parent’s email: ____________________
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