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Course Description:  This course emphasizes the consolidation of literacy, communication, and critical and creative thinking skills necessary for success in academic and daily life. Students will analyse a variety of informational and graphic texts, as well as literary texts from various countries and cultures, and create oral, written, and media texts in a variety of forms for practical and academic purposes. An important focus will be on using language with precision and clarity and developing greater control in writing. The course is intended to prepare students for college.
Units of Study 

· Unit 1: Post-apocalyptic Literature: The Road 

· Unit 2: True Stories of Courage
· Unit 3: Business Writing
· Unit 4: Summative: Stories of Survival 
Since selected texts and films may contain challenging moral issues, you are encouraged to review the text list. 

· Texts:


1. The Road
2. Communicate! 

3. Short Story Duo-tang
· Films (a selection):
1. 127 Hours
2. The Road
3. The Impossible
4. The Hurricane
5. Rabbit-Proof Fence
6. Other Media Clips as required
· Core Assignments:   
1. Tests
2. Metacognitive Reflections

3. Essential Items Booklet

4. A Series of Paragraphs

5. Persuasive Letter

6. Research Report

7. Presentation

8. PSA Poster

9. Final Summative

Evaluation:


Learning Skills

Learning Skills contribute to effective learning and they will be part of the report card.  The skills are as follows:  Responsibility, Organization, Independent Work, Collaboration, Initiative and Self-Regulation.  The evaluation of these skills, apart from any that may be included as part of the curriculum expectation of the course.
Missed Work

It is expected that students complete all assigned work in a timely manner.  Students who are absent on the day of an assessment (e.g. test or presentation) or when an assignment is due, must speak with their teacher when they return to make arrangements to complete the required work.  Whenever possible, students will inform their teacher in advance of their absence.

Each assessment will have a final date of submission after which it will no longer be graded.  This date will be clearly communicated to students by the teacher.  Work that has not been submitted by the final due date will be deemed “incomplete” for the purposes of grade reporting.  Failure to complete all required work will negatively impact a student’s final grade, and may prevent successful attainment of the credit.  

In addition, students who do not submit work in a timely manner should expect to have this reflected in the Learning Skills and comments sections of the report card. 

Misunderstood Academic Offences

Excessive collaboration

» Discussing an assignment in significant detail with peers or splitting up work

» Using a classmate’s assignment as the basis or as a reference for your own or allowing someone else to do this with your assignment

» Each assignment may have different requirements related to collaboration; be sure to confirm these expectations with your teacher

Plagiarism

» Copying code, ideas, images, direct quotations, etc. without proper citation

» citationmachine.net is a citation generator that can help you avoid plagiarism – there is also one on Microsoft Word under the References tab

» Self-plagiarism, re-submitting an assignment for another class, is an offence

Unauthorized use of previous term’s assignments, tests, solutions

» It is unacceptable to have unauthorized access to this information or to accept it if it is offered to you

» Even if it was not you who obtained it, this is still an offence
Use of another student’s previous assignment, test, solution

» You may not work off of, or refer to in any way, a copy of an assignment a student submitted in a previous semester or year
» Even though students may have finished a course, their submitted documents may be kept for reference
Theft of another student’s intellectual property

» Looking at another individual’s assignment, test or exam without their permission or submitting another individual’s assignment as your own are very serious offences and under no circumstances is this excusable

Adapted with permission from the “The Academic Integrity Fact Sheet for Students”, University of Waterloo, Office of Academic Integrity, May 2013.




Final Mark  =  70%    Term 1 &  2  Evaluation  +





Thinking                20%                     


Application            15%                         


Communication     20%            


Knowledge            15%                                      �
30 % Year End Evaluation





Summative Package 20%


Final Exam 10%�
�



Your final mark is based on your most consistent performance by the end of the course, in all four categories. Varied opportunities are used to assess and evaluate your achievement: diagnostic activities show what you already know and need to learn; formative exercises and assignments help you improve; and summative work shows what you have finally learned. To the extent possible, learning skills are not considered in your marks. Credit is granted if you achieve level 1 or higher, 50% or more. Report card marks are recorded as a percentage.�
�



Level 4:  80%-100% (almost-always or always met course expectations)


Level 3:  70%-79% (often met course expectations; provincial standard)


Level 2:  60%-69% (sometimes met course expectations)


Level 1:  50%-59% (rarely met course expectations)


Level R:  Below 50% (never or virtually never met course expectations)








