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Name:________________________

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest: Webquest
Visit each of the following websites. Use the information to answer the questions below. You may type your answers in the space provided below (DO NOT COPY AND PASTE YOUR ANSWERS!!!) or print the document as a handout and write out your answers by hand.  When you finish, hand in your work.  
PART A: History of Mental Illness Timeline

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/nash/timeline/index.html
1) How was mental illness dealt with in the 1600s?

2) Who is Dorothea Dix?  Why is she significant in a discussion about mental illness?
3) How was mental illness dealt with in the early 1900’s?
4) How was schizophrenia treated in the 1930s?

5) What trends are recorded in the 1980’s and early 1990’s of people with mental illness?
PART B: Dixmont State Hospital: A Case Study

http://old.post-gazette.com/lifestyle/20030420dixmont2.asp

Dixmont State Hospital was one of Pennsylvania’s first mental hospitals. It opened in 1859 and had 140 beds for mental patients. During the latter part of the 1900's, however the hospital was filled with over 1,000 patients. During the latter half of the 1900's, state funding and a lack of nursing made conditions deplorable. With several hundred patients, the hospital could not provide the care they truly needed. Dixmont State Hospital's original plan was to create a healthy environment for the treatment and care of the mentally insane, but towards the end it became a place to store and hide them from the outside public. In 1984 the doors of Dixmont were closed.

Read the article “A Mental Hospitals Breakdown”, paying special attention to the sections which describe Dixmont’s history (If These Walls Could Talk, From Work to Rockers). 

List four interesting facts that you learned about Dixmont State Hospital from this article.

1)

2)

3)

4)

PART C: Electroconvulsive Therapy (ECT)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electroconvulsive_therapy
Read about Electroconvulsive Therapy (electroshock). You do not have to read everything, but you should look at the section that describes the treatments history and some of the details of it administration. 
1) Suggest a reason why ECT is considered highly controversial.
2) Read the section on Patient Experience.  Discuss the difference between Kitty Dukakis’ and Barbara C. Cody’s experience.

PART D: Lobotomy 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lobotomy
Learn about the nature and history of the procedure. 


1) When was the first prefrontal leucotomy performed in the United States?

2) When was the first transorbital lobotomy performed on a live patient in the United States?
3) Use your own words to describe the difference between these two procedures?
