Diction
Consider the word ‘vomit’. What other synonyms are used to describe the act of vomiting? List them below. Can you think of any metaphors?

Now consider the people listed below. Who would be likely to use the terms listed above?

	Doctor
	Toddler
	College Student
	Grandmother
	Other:



Word choice helps to create the tone and voice of a story.  Consider the difference between the following: Who would use the following terms?
-Obese

Stocky-
-Prissy

Prim and Proper-
-Nothing
Nothin’-
-Waz up!
How was your day?-
In order to fully understand the difference that diction can cause, read through the examples below.
Two students were in a minor fender-bender in the school parking lot, and one of them is telling his side of the story to the police officer.

Version One:
Wow!  What a riot!  Dude, I totally can’t believe that happened.  I was just like cruising out of the parking lot – you know – shuffling through my ipod for something better to listen to, and then all of a sudden ‘wham!’, there was this huge thing in front of me, and I was like, “What is that????”, and then I realized I was ramming into Jerry’s truck.  He completely cut me off!
Version Two:
Officer, I cannot believe this happened.  I had just finished putting in a new CD and was pulling out of my parking spot when Jerry pulled right in front of me.  I hardly had time to realize what was happening, and I had bumped into him.

Directions: In groups of two, answer the following questions, then go through as a class.

1) What is the difference in tone between version one and version two?

2) What words and phrases create the differences?  List at least two from each version.

