ENG 4CI

Informal Essay/Documentary Unit

A documentary film is a non-fiction motion picture that examines a topic in a creative manner.

Documentaries may include the following elements:

· Actual footage

· Partial re-enactments

· Stills

· Animation
· As well as many more elements
Documentaries must focus on fact!
Documentaries and informal essays share many common features.  For instance, both have

· Topic

· Thesis

· Tone

· Audience

· Purpose

· Method of development

The major difference between documentaries and informal essays is the devices employed.  An informal essay uses rhetorical devices to persuade readers.  A documentary may employ these same devices; however, given the nature of the medium, there are many others also used.

Documentary Devices

	Cinematography
	-camera angles and lighting
	-create and emphasize a mood

	Music
	-the selection of music for a scene/ movie 
	-create mood

	Interviews
	-actual interviews with experts, witnesses or participants
	-add details, perspective

-lends credibility to documentary

	Re-enactments
	-some events may be re-enacted in order to illustrate a point; however, the use of re-enactments should be limited
	-may offer clarification of a complex idea

-may provide a visual when no actual image exists

	Narration
	-narration often accompanies the visual images 
	-combines the verbal and the visual

-allows narrator to emphasize significance of images

	Stills
	-still, photographic images
	-provides a visual image that is unlike live action

-stills force the audience to pause and consider the significance of the image 


Clearly, there are many other devices employed by documentary film makers.  Ultimately, all of the devices come together to establish, support and develop the thesis or argument of the documentary.
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