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Distinguishing between Fact and Opinion
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The ability to distinguish between fact and opinion helps people think for themselves and resist being manipulated by others. Knowing the difference also helps you developing paragraph-writing skills.

	Facts
	Opinions

	· can be proved true or false

· can be checked

· are specific

· look like details

· include statistics and dates (often contain numbers)

· include examples

· cite evidence or proof
	· are subjective (e.g., I believe …)

· contain value judgments (i.e., they make something sound good or bad)

· use adjectives

· look like explanations

· make personal comments 
(e.g., I think you should …)

· are often phrased as compliments or put-downs


Examine the following statements. Next to each, write the letter F if it is a fact and O if it is an opinion.

_____ It is 85 degrees Celsius outside.

_____ It is hot outside.

_____ It is a horrible steambath outside.

Sometimes statements include both facts and opinions. The following is an example. Read the statement. Then underline the parts that express facts and circle the parts that express opinions.

Sanjit said, “I can’t stand this horrible humidity. This climate is terrible.”

You have just applied the skill of distinguishing between fact and opinion.
Practise Distinguishing between Fact and Opinion

Practise distinguishing between fact and opinion by writing F for fact or O for opinion next to each of the following statements.

Remember, to decide whether something states a fact, you don’t need to know for sure that it is true or false. You need to know only that it is something you can check and verify. Watch out for statements that include both facts and opinions. When you find one, write an F and an O next to it. Then underline the fact part and circle the opinion part.

_____ 1.
Canada is a great country to live in.

_____ 2.
Canada became a country in 1867.

_____ 3.
Most women in Canada won the right to vote in 1918.

_____ 4.
All Canadians should have the right to vote.

_____ 5.
Hockey is an important part of Canadian culture.

_____ 6.
There were originally six teams in the NHL.

_____ 7.
Pierre Trudeau was a great prime minister.

_____ 8.
Kim Campbell has been Canada’s only female prime minister.

_____ 9.
Canada should not get involved in other countries’ disputes.

_____ 10.
Many people believe that Canada should help countries in need.

_____ 11.
The North American Free Trade Agreement has been a disaster 
for Canadians.

_____ 12.
The Auto Pact required 60 per cent of the parts and labour used 
in vehicles to be Canadian.

More Practice in Distinguishing between Fact and Opinion

Read the following newspaper article. Use a coloured pencil or marker to underline facts, and a different-coloured pencil or marker to circle opinions. Remember to watch out for statements that contain both facts and opinions.

Provinces urged to ban cellphones for novice drivers

by Scott Deveau 

Globe and Mail, June 14, 2006

New drivers will not be able to listen to their iPod, talk on their cellphone or use their BlackBerry while driving if the Canadian Automobile Association gets its way.


CAA president David Flewelling called Wednesday at an Ottawa press conference for changes in provinces’ graduated licensing programs that would restrict the use of electronic devices for novice drivers.


Restricting the use of both hand-held and hands-free devices would help reduce the number accidents and educate novice drivers on proper roadway procedures, he argued.


“Let me be clear: This is not a punishment for novice drivers, rather 
it is an effort to protect them and educate them,” Mr. Flewelling told reporters.


The recommendations come as a result of the International Conference on Distracted Driving that was organized by the Canadian Automobile Association (CAA) and the Traffic Injury Research Foundation last October. The conference brought together government and the private sector to address the dangers of distracted driving.


According to Mr. Flewelling, roughly 80 per cent of traffic accidents in Canada are a result of distracted drivers, and the conference concluded that current regulations do not adequately address the issue.


Only one Canadian province, Newfoundland and Labrador, prohibits all drivers from using hand-held cellphones. Last week, the City of Montreal asked the province of Quebec to ban the use of cellphones 
for drivers as part of an initiative to make the city’s streets safer for pedestrians.
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