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CONTENT:  thesis, originality of ideas, development and elaboration of points, use of supporting evidence
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	-insightful thesis and points of proof

-superior elaboration and development of original ideas

-convincing, logical, highly effective arguments

-examples strongly support thesis & are woven skillfully into the writer’s explanations
	-solid and logical thesis & points of proof

-competent elaboration and development of ideas

-logical arguments are used

-examples support thesis well & are integrated well
	-simplistic thesis & points of proof

-simplistic, brief elaboration and development of standard ideas

-reasonable arguments.  Some ideas should have been further developed

-stronger explanation of examples is required

-examples support thesis adequately but could be stronger and better integrated
	-weak thesis & points of proof

-limited elaboration and development of basic ideas

-limited arguments

-more insight needed

-examples support thesis weakly and are poorly integrated
	-unclear thesis or no thesis

-little or no elaboration and development of simplistic ideas

-unclear arguments

-examples are missing or do not support the thesis


STYLE:  organization, paragraphing, coherence (transitions), unity (focus on thesis), diction, formal essay style, introduction, conclusion
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	-opening paragraph introduces essay idea skillfully, cleverly introduces the main topic and establishes thesis strongly

-highly effective organization of ideas presented in mature paragraphs

-excellent coherence created through skillful transitions

-excellent focus

-precise & formal diction

-conclusion skillfully reinforces thesis & main points of proof & leaves reader with a though-provoking statement about the topic

-outline is completed thoroughly
	-opening paragraph begins by attracting the reader’s attention

-main topic is introduced and the thesis is clearly stated

-effective organization of ideas presented in focused paragraphs

-good coherence created through transitions

-good focus

-mostly precise, formal diction, very few awkwardly worded thoughts

-conclusion reinforces thesis & main points of proof & leaves reader with an interesting statement about topic as a whole

-outline is near completion 
	-the topic is mentioned and the thesis is established

-try for a stronger, more developed hook

-sufficient organization of ideas presented in paragraphs

-sufficient coherence – more suitable transitions would help

-sufficient focus

-some formal, precise diction but some informal language used

-occasional and/or awkward expression of ideas

-conclusion somewhat reinforces thesis & main points of proof & leaves reader with brief statement about topic as a whole

-outline has some details, but is vague
	-no “hook” or a very weak attempt to grab the reader’s attention

-main topic is not mentioned and/or thesis is not clearly stated

-limited organization of ideas presented in brief paragraphs

-limited coherence at times – use more transitions

-unclear focus for some statements

-considerable informal, diction or awkwardly worded; sentences make some ideas difficult to understand

-conclusion does not adequately reinforce thesis & main points of proof & does not leave reader with a brief statement about topic as a whole

-outline has been started
	-opening paragraph does not introduce topic and/or establish thesis

-little or no organization of ideas presented in illogical paragraphs

-little or do coherence – no transitions

-there is little sense of direction to the ideas mentioned

-blurred focus

-too much informal, imprecise diction

-awkward sentences impair understanding material

-conclusion inadequate or not evident

-outline is blank or not submitted


MECHANICS:  spelling, grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, consistent verb tense
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	-nearly flawless spelling and grammar

-excellent sentence structure

-present tense consistently used
	-a few spelling and grammar errors

-good sentence structure

-present tense mostly used
	-spelling and grammar errors slightly distract form the ideas

-adequate sentence structure

-present tense sometimes used
	-major spelling and grammar errors distract from ideas

-inconsistent sentence structure

-present tense rarely used
	-spelling and grammar errors impair comprehension

-weak sentence structure

-present tense not used


MLA FORMAT: title page, page numbering, punctuation, Works Cited page, double spaced, proper margins, font-size & type etc.
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	-flawless
	-one or two minor mistakes
	-a few mistakes
	-many mistakes
	-major errors in formatting 

-some not done


