ENG 3UI

Literary Essay


Essentially an essay is an argument.  When you write an essay you are arguing a point, idea or position.  Essays consist of an introduction, a thesis, support of your thesis and a conclusion.  In this course we are familiar with the standard five-paragraph essay.

1st paragraph:

· Provide a ‘hook’ as your first sentence to get the reader’s attention.  This should be a general statement about your topic.

· Introduce the topic, which consists of your main idea.

· Identify the subtopics or points of the body paragraphs in order of their presentation.

· Conclude your paragraph with your thesis (argument about the topic).

2nd paragraph:

· Identify the subtopic or point in a topic sentence.

· State your point.

· Provide a cited quotation, which supports your point.  Be sure to integrate your quote; don’t just drop it into the middle of your writing.  If you are unsure of how to do this, please see me.

· Explain how your quotation proves your point.  Ask yourself ‘so what’? Make sure that you can justify why your quotation proves your point to yourself.  Do not just summarize the plot.

· Conclude your paragraph and transition into the next body paragraph.

3rd Paragraph

· See 2nd paragraph above

4th Paragraph

· See 2nd paragraph above

5th Paragraph

· Restate your thesis.  Do not rewrite your thesis word for word.  Come up with a different way of saying it.

· Re-identify your subtopics or points.

· Conclude your paragraph and essay with a statement of impact.  Say something profound and interesting about your topic.

Your essay should be typed on standard size white paper.  It should be typed in 12 pt font.  You should use one of the following font styles: Times New Roman, Courier, Comic Sans, or Arial.  Your margins should be set at 1 inch.

You must hand in:

· Brainstorm

· Outline

· Rough Draft showing revision

· Good Copy with Work Cited

Essay Outline

Name:_________________________
	1) Introduction (3-5 sentences)

A. Attention Grabber.  There are four options:

a. Quotation


b. Bold Statement/Fact

c. Rhetorical Question

d. Definition

B. Include Title, Author/Director

C. Thesis Statement/Direction (three points, in order, in one sentence)


	

	2) 2nd Strongest Point (5+ sentences)

A. Topic Sentence should refer to/suggest the thesis and be valid  

B. Point: Support topic sentence with specific point

C. Proof: Quotation/specific example

D. Explanation: Clearly explain and connect this evidence to the point, making specific reference to words/phrases/plot points etc.

E. Concluding Sentence/transition to next paragraph


	

	3) Weakest Point (5+ sentences)

F. Topic Sentence should refer to/suggest the thesis and be valid  

G. Point: Support topic sentence with specific point

H. Proof: Quotation/specific example

I. Explanation: Clearly explain and connect this evidence to the point, making specific reference to words/phrases/plot points etc.

J. Concluding Sentence/transition to next paragraph


	

	4) Weakest Point (5+ sentences)

K. Topic Sentence should refer to/suggest the thesis and be valid  

L. Point: Support topic sentence with specific point

M. Proof: Quotation/ specific example

N. Explanation: Clearly explain and connect this evidence to the point, making specific reference to words/phrases/plot points etc.

O. Concluding Sentence/transition to next paragraph


	

	5) Conclusion (3-5 sentences)

A. Re-state thesis

B. Re-state direction

C. Summarize three points, in order, in one sentence

D. Final Thought


	


MLA:

The first page of your essay should look like this:


Works Cited:

Your Works Cited page should look like this:


Quotation Format

This essay will require you to use parenthetical (brackets) citations.  This simply means that you must identify the source of your quotation by immediately following it with the correct information in brackets.


“I now walk into the wild” (Krakauer 3).

Notice how within the brackets information about the author and page number is provided.  If you are only using one source (one book) then you only need to provide information about the author in the first citation.  All quotations that follow only need to indicate page number.


“Happiness only real when shared” (189).

The punctuation falls after the citation.

A quotation that extends more than four typed lines on a page should be indented one inch from the left margin (the equivalent of two half-inch paragraph indentations). Maintain double spacing as in the main text, and do not use quotation marks for the block quotation

Always integrate quotations into your text. NEVER DROP A QUOTATION IN YOUR ESSAY! In other words, you must use your own words to introduce a quotation.
To integrate a quotation properly within a paragraph, a good writer usually writes one sentence to introduce the quotation, a second sentence that includes the quotation, and a third sentence to comment on the significance of the quotation. Here are some examples:
ORIGINAL: “The shadow of a cloud moved across the field of grain and she saw the river through the trees” ( 21)

SMOOTHLY INTEGRATED QUOTATION: Hemingway uses the image of a momentary darkness to suggest the woman's growing disillusionment. After her quarrel with the man, "[t]he shadow of a cloud moved across the field of grain . . ." (21). A similar shadow gradually develops over their relationship.

Notice the ELLIPSES (. . . ) in the above quotations. Please notice that there ARE SPACES between each dot. Ellipses indicate, of course, that some unnecessary words have been left out of a quotation. Note that when you quote just a word or a short phrase, no ellipsis is necessary. Also, do not use an ellipsis to indicate that you have left out the beginning of a sentence; only missing words from the end or somewhere in the middle of a sentence need to be indicated with an ellipsis.
Changing or adding words within a quotation
Use brackets [ ] to indicate any changes you make to quotations while fitting them into your sentences (for reasons of style, verb tense, or general understanding).
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