
- EssoYs -

1) Provide o context for eoch guototion.
Do not refy on guototions to prove your point for you. ft is your responsibility
to provide Your reader with o confext f or the quototion. The confext should
set the bosic scene for wHEN, possibly wHERE ond UNDER WHAT
crRcu^4STANcEs the quototion wos spok en or wriften.
FOR EXAtvtPLE: When Fronklin Roosevelt gave his inougurol speech on Morch
4, t933 , he addressed o notion weokened ond demo ralized by economic
depression.

You con introduce quototions in o voriety of woys:
o) Introduce the guototion with o compfete sentence ond o cofon.

e.g. The Lorox is owore of his grave responsibility: "f speok for the
irees."

b) use on introductory or explonotory phrose, but not o complete
sentence, seporoted from the guototion with o commo.' e.g. According to the foshion experts on Whot Not to Weor, "sporkle is

not only for evening weor."
c) rtAoke the quototion o port of your own sentence without ony

punctuotion between your own words ond the guototion itself.
e.g. Vito Corleone is disappointed when Michael "tokes his ploce os the

Godf ather" becouse he hos higher hopas for his youngest son.
d) use short quototions of o few words eoch os port of your own

sentence.
e.g. The overoge TV viewer is "bomborded" with irnoge ofter imoge of

"stereotyped ond superficiol,, portroyols of wornen.

?, Provide o citotion for eoch guototion.
According to MLA formot guidef ines, eoch guototion should be followed by o
CfTATION IN PARENTHESES. The citotion should include the outhor's lasr
nqme ond poge or f ine number(s) identifying the source from which the
quototion hos been token. In the foflowing excmpfe, note fhat the punctuotion
folfows tha citotion.
FOR EXAMPLE: Romontic poetry is chorocterized by the "spontoneous
overf low of powerful feefings" (Wordsworth 263).


