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Historicol Bockground

Efizobeth I of Englond wos dying childless.
She named Jomes VI of Scotlqnd qs successor, ond he become Jomes r of
Englond.
Tnt6o6, Jomes was of Hompton court (a palace near London)wherehe
entertoined his cousin, King christion of Denrnark.

' l4acbeth w1!.Perf orm.ed for them; it wqs the story of Jomes Is ancestors,
uo ond Fleance, through whom he hod inherited the throne.

e pfoy is bosed on The Hrstory of scotlandby Rophqef Hof inshed.
kespeare hqd made mony chonges from history to the pfoy - in reof ity,
uo hqd joined with Mocbeth in the kif fing of Duncan.

o Shokespeqre's Banquo is innocent.
t woufd hove been rother toctress fo mention to Jomes thot he wos
escended from regicide (killing of the king).

Lesson
. Mocbeth murders his king.
' 

ln 
shokespeore's time, the murd er of o king wos the greotest possibfe crime.o the t(.ng wqs oppointed by God (Divine Rtght).

' Mocbeth goins the crown but loses love,friendship ond respect.
. Mqcbeth's crime is rightty punished.

Enfertanmenf
. Royalentertoinrnent.
o Suspense ond excitement.
. Murder story.
o Crime does not poy.

Study of Human Nafure
' Effects of uncontrolloble ombition on o mon who, except for his ombition, is

noble in noture.
. He hos fuf l knowled,ge of right ond wrong.
' Mqcbeth knows he hqs committed o greot crime by murdering Duncon.
. He becornes hordened by his crime.
. He suffers becquse of his feors and insecurities.
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