
Cosmic order wqs o moster theme of Ef izqbethqn f iteroture becous e there
wos greqt instqbif ity in mqny ospects of lif e:

. rediscovery of Greekqnd Romon thought

. rediscovery of America (the map had fo be redrawn)

. discovery thot the eqrth is not ffot
' Galileo's new theory concerni ng the relotionship betw een theEorth ond

Sun
This coused people to becom e f eorf ul of the future, and they insisted thot
they must see ORDER in everything.

Shokespecire relied on this stondord ideo of the Elizobethons in producing
his pfoys. Evefihing thot hoppened in his pfoy rep resentedo universof
fesson. Shokespecl?e's stoge,The Globe, representedthe whof e of lif e.
Kings ond queens were thought to be oppointed by the ordinonce of God.
They were o representotion of God on earth. The philosophy behind this wos
that order con only be restored if rufers supervis e thesociof structure.
Theref ore, obedience wes revered os o good troit in people ond
rebelliousness wqs seen os o negotive one. This hierorchicol sociol structure
is ref erced to qs The Great Choin of Being.

l) God - omnipotent, eternal.
2) Angels - pure spirit, with God, immortof.
3) lutonkind - hos reoson, rnoror sense,souf , ambition (kings, crergy, nobles,

landowners, peasanfs and s/aves).
4) Beosts - they feel qff five senses ond hove movement ond memory.
5) Pfonts - hove lif e: grow qnd decoy.
6) Stones - mere physicof existence.

rt wos believed thot choos would occur if oneof these links wereremoved orqltered (i.e. rl4acbeth kills Dtncan, the rtghtful king)"


