Quotations: Who Said Them and Why They Are Important!

ENG 3UI

Why are quotations so important to a play?

· They reveal something about a character such as a personality trait or a character’s motivation for doing something.

· They may reinforce a theme or pattern of imagery in the play.

· They may advance the plot.

· They may foreshadow important events.

· They may create suspense.

· They may establish relationships between characters or they may show relationships changing in some way.

· They may make the reader feel sympathy for a character or withdraw sympathy from a character.

How do I answer quotation identification questions?

Here’s a sample…

For any quotation identification, you should: identify the speaker, the person to whom the quotation is directed and, in your own words, explain why these lines are important in some way. 3 marks.

“And when we have our naked frailties hid

That suffer in exposure, let us meet

And question this most bloody piece of work,

To know it further”

Answer:

The speaker of this quotation is Banquo (1 mark). He is speaking to the noblemen who are in the castle upon discovering that King Duncan has been killed. (1 mark) This quotation is significant because it reveals something about Banquo. It reveals that he is skeptical about what really happened to the king and he will not simply accept Macbeth’s story that the guards killed Duncan. The reader believes Banquo is starting to distrust Macbeth (1 mark)

Your task… 

Find each of the quotations that follow. They are from Acts 1 and 2 and are significant to the content we have discussed in class. Using the sample answer for guidance, complete responses and identifications for each quotation below. You will submit this task – each identification is worth 3 marks, for a total of 30.

“If it were done, when ‘tis done, then ‘twere well

It were done quickly.”

TAKEN UP IN CLASS
“Yet do I fear thy nature,

It is too full o’ the milk of human kindness”

TAKEN UP IN CLASS

BE SURE TO WRITE YOUR ANSWERS IN COMPLETE SENTENCES!!! ( 

 “No more that Thane of Cawdor shall deceive

Our bosom interest: go pronounce his present death,

And with his former title greet Macbeth.”
	Citation
	(1.2.73-75) (Act.Scene.Line(s))

	A) Speaker
	Duncan

	B) Said to
	Lennox, Ross (the noblemen/thanes) after the battle 

	C) Importance
	-Reveals Duncan’s rash decision making

-Foreshadow – Macbeth will meet the witches next and they give him the three prophesies (Glamis, Cawdor, King) 
-Shows that Duncan trusts too easily, perhaps



“Come, you spirits

That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here,

And fill me from the crown to the toe top-full

Of direst cruelty.”
	Citation
	(1.5.43-45)

	A) Speaker
	Lady Macbeth

	B) Said to
	Herself after hearing from Macbeth about the witches’ prophesies as she starts to plan Duncan’s murder

	C) Importance
	-Lady Macbeth speaks to the spirits and asks them to take away her feminine nurturing qualities that will possibly prevent her from going through with the deed (killing Duncan)
-Gender roles are reversed, she wants to take on masculine power and aggression

-She is commanding the spirits, showing her confidence 

-We see a dark side of Lady Macbeth as character development 


“Lesser than Macbeth, and greater.

Not so happy, yet much happier.

Thou shalt get kings, though thou no be none.”

	Citation
	(1.3.68-70)

	A) Speaker
	The three witches

	B) Said to
	Banquo after they gave Macbeth his prophesies 

	C) Importance
	-Paradox
-Foreshadow

-We start to question the future relationship between Macbeth and Banquo as well as their respective roles

-We question the importance of formal titles vs. quality of life 

-The power and influence of witch craft is established 


“Had he not resembled 

My father as he slept, I had done it.”
	Citation
	(2.2.16-17)

	A) Speaker
	Lady Macbeth

	B) Said to
	Herself as she waits for Macbeth to kill Duncan 

	C) Importance
	-Wow, so Lady Macbeth does have a conscience 
-We can see that Lady Macbeth can reflect on the significance of her plan and how it will have an emotional impact by conjuring up memories of her own father

-Character development

-Perhaps she is asking too much of her husband…what are the emotional implications of manipulating him to do something so terrible!?


 “Is this a dagger, which I see before me,

The handle toward my hand? Come let me clutch thee.”

	Citation
	(2.1.40-41)

	A) Speaker
	Macbeth

	B) Said to
	Himself/the dagger through Apostrophe! He is speaking to the dagger as if it could respond

	C) Importance
	-Holy cow!  Macbeth is losing it already! 
-Dark and surreal imagery induces fear 

-We question whether or not Macbeth is actually in control of his own actions or is there a greater force guiding him?? 

-The dagger is perhaps his sub conscience leading him toward Duncan…or is it the witches??? Nonetheless, Macbeth followed the dagger, clutched it in his own hand and went through with the deed!


“Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood

Clean from my hand? No, this my hand will rather

The multitudinous seas incarnadine, Making the green one red.”

	Citation
	(2.2.77-80)

	A) Speaker
	Macbeth

	B) Said to
	Lady Macbeth after he has committed the deed 

	C) Importance
	-Macbeth looks at his hands and almost does not recognize them as his own.  
-there is so much blood from the murder that he says rather than washing them off with all the ocean’s water, he will stain the ocean instead

-tremendous guilt and remorse.  Macbeth is realizing that this was a terrible thing to do, he does not think he will feel at peace because the blood stained hands are his guilt and it can never be washed off. 


“You are, and do not know it.

The spring, the head, the fountain of your blood

Is stopped, the very source of it stopped.”
	Citation
	(2.3.110-112)

	A) Speaker
	Macbeth

	B) Said to
	Donalbain when Donalbain asks what all the hub bub is, waking to Macduff’s cries!

	C) Importance
	-Donalbain has just awoken to the news of his father’s death
-Macbeth compares the royal blood line to a natural spring or fountain and because Duncan is dead the source of the water has been put to a stop.  

-the mention of the head is symbolic of the source of water but also the source of royal blood. 

-The head is also what guides the body, the king who rules the country. 

-Macbeth perhaps feels remorse as he tells young Donalbain that his father is dead OR perhaps he is letting Donalbain know that his connection through the blood line is no longer valid as it does not exist.   


“The night has been unruly.
Where we lay, our chimneys were blown down,

And, as they say, lamentings heard in the air,

Strange screams of death…

Some say the earth was feverous

And did shake”

	Citation
	(2.3.58-65)

	A) Speaker
	Lennox

	B) Said to
	Macbeth when Lennox and Macduff arrive to wake Duncan 

	C) Importance
	-Pathetic fallacy in all it’s glory!
-the Earth and nature are reflections of the King and the emotions associated with his murder. 

-The nation is very sick (feverous) as a result of Duncan’s murder

-Imagery adds to the general dark and chaotic nature of the play 


