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Prologue – Inoperable Condition
1. What is the purpose of the argument between Jake and his father?
2. What is Katerinsky’s syndrome and how does it impact Jake’s life?

Chapter 1 – Being Old Isn’t What It Used to Be
1. Why has the elderly crowd gathered at the Fairmont Royal York Hotel?
2. What was Hugh Loebner’s Turing Test? Describe it.


3. Describe the advantages of uploading to an artificial body. Why would the prospective clients at the hotel be the optimal candidates for the process?

Chapter 2 – There Is One Catch
1. What is the “one catch” that Sugiyama refers to?
2. What is High Eden and why is it the perfect place for the elderly?
Chapter 3 – My Own Personal Sword of Damocles
1. What is Jake’s big secret or lie? Why does he keep it so secure?
2. Why does his mother object to uploading? 

3. Why does Jake recall the previous New Year’s Eve with Rebecca? Describe their relationship.
Chapter 4 – It’s a Date!
1. What does Jake take along for his new life at High Eden? Why does he not take more belongings, especially the kit?  How does he feel about his upcoming change in lifestyle?
2. What is “strong AI”? How is it different from AI that had already been developed?
3. Why does Jake recognize Karen Bessarian? What references to recent pop culture authors are alluded to through her?

Pop Culture References:

· Fairmont Royal York Hotel (17) 

· A.Y. Jackson (19) 
· Sword of Damocles (29)

· Garden of (High) Eden

· élan vital (31)
· Michael Jordan, Birmingham Barons (34)
· Hal 9000 in 2001: A Space Odyssey (36)
· Jurassic Park

Response Writing #1 – “To upload or not to upload” or “Wizardry?” (Complete one topic)
Argue for or against the process of uploading based on what you have learned so far. Make references to concepts that have been discussed in the novel so far.
Or

How would the stories of Harry Potter or The Lord of the Rings connect to the mindscan concepts?



Consolation (ll)


Pirouetting (12)


Reflexive (13)


Interposing (14)


Attenuated (18)


Congenial (18)


Rectified (19)


Entities (20)


Congeal (20)


Reconfigured (21) 











Undaunted (24)


Instantiation (25)


Choreograph (25)


Behemoth (27)


Broached (29)


Mundane (30)


Superfluous (31) Permutation (34)


Incremental (36)


Replicating (36)














