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Chapter 31 – “I’m Canadian. I can’t help saying ‘please’”.
1. What does Jake mean by “it wasn’t quite the lunch counter at Woolworth’s but it would do”? How has Jake prepared for this hostage situation? What are his demands?

Chapter 32 – To be or not to be!
1. How does the issue of the “rights of personhood” relate both to Karen’s earlier life with her abortion in 1988 and her mindscan in the present courtroom? What it the difference between “transferable” and “inalienable” rights according to Lopez?
Chapters 33 & 34 – “A new Jake Sullivan”
1. How did the negotiator Smythe try to bamboozle Shed Skin Jake? What demands does Jake make to ensure that he speaks with the real mindscan next time?
2. Why does Mindscan Jake feel so ‘wicked pissed”? What does he realize about his range and depth of emotions when he goes for his walk?
3. What happens when Hades tries to take Shed Skin Jake by surprise? How do they manage to avert disaster?

Chapter 35 – Inalienable Rights or I Have a Dream?
1. Outline the closing arguments for both sides of the court case in a T-Chart. In your opinion, who makes the better claim? Why?
Chapters 36 to 39 – JakE (Electronic) and JacOB (Original Body) 
1. Why does Jake agree to go to the moon to meet his shed skin? What does Karen’s role in it show about her relationship with Jake? Explain.
2. Ironically, what does Shed Skin Jake learn through their conversation on the phone link about his Mindscan’s life back on Earth? 
3. What does Shed Skin Jake request from his Mindscan and why does he almost agree? What prompts Mindscan to finally refuse the request?
Chapters 40 & 41 – “A Perfect Quantum Snapshot”
1. Describe briefly how the hostage situation is resolved. How was Karen able to do what she did to resolve the conflict?
2. What last issue does Jake need to clear up with Immortex? What does he think they are doing with their multiple instantiation experiments?
3. What does Smythe explain about what kind of experiments he is doing? Why is Jake’s consciousness unique among the Mindscans? Why is that so important to Immortex?

Epilogue Response Writing:  

After reading the epilogue, write a letter to Robert J. Sawyer in which you argue either for or against keeping the epilogue in subsequent versions of the book.  Perhaps you could consider a different epilogue to conclude the novel. Support your ideas clearly. 
Conversant (227)


Verboten (229)


Defiant (231)


Latitude (231)


Feisty (233)


Rhetorical (238)


Duress (233)


Livid (243)


Molecular (244))


Reciprocate (244) 


Predicated (245)


Repercussions (245)


Obligingly (247) Ineffable (249)








Luminaries (250)


Entity (250)


Invoke (251)


Residual (256)


Repatriation (256)


Benevolent (261)


Perversely (269)


Impasse (277)


Feckless (278)


Prosthetic (279)


Impenetrable (281)


Sentience (286)


Imperceptibly (286)


Quagmire (287)














