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Shattered Questions
All of your answers should be well organized and recorded on your own lined paper. Student-Teacher conferences will take place throughout the unit. 
Chapter 1 (pages 1-18)

1. Describe the park where this novel starts.  What is the atmosphere in the park?

2. Journal it:  Ian is on his way to “the Club” because that is where his volunteer placement is.  Every student in Ontario has to do 40 hours of volunteering.  Have you done yours?  If you have, where did you work?  If you haven’t, why not?  Make and fill in a chart like the one I show you, indicating the benefits to various groups.  

Volunteer Work

	Benefits to Me
	Benefits to those being served
	Benefits to the wider community

	
	
	

	Have you done your hours?  If you have, where did you work?  If you haven’t, why not?

	

	So, in the end, do you agree with the expectation of community service hours?

	


3. What will Ian earn if he passes all his courses?

4. Choose 3 people (or groups of people) whom Ian meets on his first trip through the park and to the Club.  Describe them below:

5. Focus on the man who saves Ian from the thieves.  Choose 2 adjectives that describe the man and explain why you use them.

Chapter 2 (pages 19-32)

1. Journal it:  In class we will be discussing our opinion on the homeless.   Before you read any more of the book, write it down.  Do you believe that the homeless are useless and can be gotten rid of?

2. Draw it:  Sketch out what the bums look like in front of the Club.

3. On page 27, Ian seems surprised that some homeless people seem happy to be at the Club.  He says, “Wouldn’t you have to be crazy to be happy eating at a soup kitchen and living on the street?”  Do you think he is correct?  Explain.

Chapter 3 (pages 33-39)

1. Where does Mac live?

2. If people aren’t at the Club having their meal, where are they?

Chapter 4 (pages 40-45)

1. What is your answer to the question that Mrs. Watkins asks, “What are the symbols or institutions or objects that the world thinks of when it thinks of Canada and Canadians?”  Explain why you gave that answer.
Chapter 5 (pages 46-60)

1.
We’ve just heard about Berta for the first time.  Describe her relationship to Ian and how he feels about her.

2. One of the most unusual experiences Ian  has at the soup kitchen is with the man he meets on page 56.  Describe the man’s behaviour.  

3. Take a moment and write down what you know about Sarge.
Chapter 6 (pages 61-74)

1. Describe what Mac does on his rounds.

2. The homeless lead a precarious, or dangerous, life.  How is that proven true by what Ian learns on rounds with Mac?

3. List 5 places that Ian and Mac find homeless people or where you know that homeless might sleep.

4. Draw It: Capture on paper the scene that Ian sees when he comes out of the trees and finds a tent city in the middle of the park.

Chapter 7 (pages 75-78)


Just read the chapter and enjoy!

Chapter 8 (pages 79-89)

1. Google it:  Where are Canadian  troops doing peacekeeping today?

2. The author’s depiction of teenagers seems kind of stereotypical to me.  Do you agree?  If yes, choose a stereotype in Ian’s class as evidence.  If no, how is his depiction real?

3. There’s a famous saying, “Actions speak louder than words.”  On page 86, Ian is basically arguing that Mac is allowing his actions to speak for him.  How do you feel about Mac?  What evidence have you got for your opinion of him?  

Chapter 9 (pages 90-99)

1.
We will never meet Ian’s father in this story, so we’re forced to rely on Ian’s opinion.  What do we know about Ian’s dad’s occupation and attitude toward life?  What can you assume about Ian’s relationship with his dad here?

2.  Knowing what you know about Rwanda, why would Sarge be so upset when Ian is totally unaware of what happened?

      3.
Journal it:   What is your opinion about peacekeeping and the Canadian military? 

Consider some/all of these questions: 

· Do we need a military?  Why or why not?

· What are appropriate roles for our military?

· Should we be traveling around the world doing peacekeeping?

· What are the benefits and the negatives of doing peacekeeping?

Chapter 10 (pages 100-108)

1. Survey 5 adults that you know:  teachers, parents, piano teachers, coaches.  Ask them if they’ve ever heard of a tragedy that occurred in Rwanda.  Note how many of them respond like Mac and how many of them have heard about it.

Chapter 11 (pages 109-126)

1. Google it :  Google “dumpster diving.”  According to one website, it is an “environmentally and socially conscious way of life.”  Why would it be considered good?  After reading about it, would you agree?  Explain.

2. How has Ian prepared for his trip to the park?

3. Describe Jacques’s vision of hell.

Chapter 12 (pages 127-136)

1. What is genocide?  Give an example of where and how it has occurred in our world that Mrs. Watkins mentions, other than the Holocaust.  

2. According to Mrs. Watkins, who did the Nazis go after before they decided to round up the Jews?  Why could they pick on that group?

3. Google it:  Google “Martin Niemoller.”  Find out briefly who he was.  More importantly, find out what his famous quotation was.  (Hint:  it starts with “First they came…”.)  What would Jacques’s opinion on this quotation be?  Respond to the quotation below it in your notes. What is its message to us?

4. Mrs. Watkins mentions Joseph Stalin’s quotation, “One death is a tragedy; a million is a statistic.”  What does Ian suggest that it means?  

5. Journal it:  This chapter is filled with themes that are central to this novel.  Think about Niemoller’s quotation, Stalin’s quotation, Ian’s thinking.  Consider your own actions, your own beliefs.  How do we as a society act to tragic events that occur to many people far from us?  How do you personally respond to tragedies that occur far away?  More importantly, are there events close by when you’ve not acted but should have?  Explore your thinking.

Chapter 13 (pages 137-144)

1. Google it :  Witness to Genocide:  Jacob is Ian’s witness to genocide.  Find one of your own.  Who is it?  Summarize that witness’s experience, including what genocide they were involved in and what happened to them.

2. Describe Ian’s response to reading Jacob’s story.  Why does he respond that way?

Chapter 14 (pages 145-151)

1.
Jacques is a remarkable person as shown early in this chapter.  Choose an adjective to describe his character.  Give 2 reasons why you chose this word.

2. How did the UN ensure that its mission in Rwanda would fail?  Give 3 examples of their failure.

3. Why can’t Jacques feel good about 10,000 lives saved?

Chapter 15 (pages 152-159)

1. Describe 3 details of Mac’s life journey to the Club as we learn them in chapter 15.  

2. Google it :    Mac says that an important first step is acknowledging that you’re an alcoholic.   Google “Alcoholics Anonymous”  and “12 steps.”  You should end up with a list of Alcoholics Anonymous’s 12 steps that an alcoholic must go through in order to recover.  Choose a step you think would be tough and record it.  Why would that step be so tough?

Chapter 16 (pages 160-168)

1. What do we learn about Jacques’s background in this chapter?

2. Draw It:  You’ve seen some footage from the Rwandan genocide.  Jacques describes some too.  Take a few minutes and sketch a vision of the genocide.

Chapter 17 (pages 169-178)

1. Journal it:   “There’s an evil at work,” says Ian.  Consider the word, evil.  What does it mean to you?  Where is evil?  Who is evil? Give an example if you can.
2.
Google it:   Google “Guatemala” and “disappeared.”  Who disappeared?  How many people were disappeared?  Why?

3.
Summarize Berta’s experience in Guatemala.  Include 4 details.


4.
All over the world, journalists are often the people who are assaulted or killed by dictators.  Why would a journalist, such as Berta’s father, be in so much trouble?

Chapter 18 (pages 179-182)

1.
How do you feel about Ian’s actions toward Jacques in this chapter?  Do you believe that he is right?  Explain your opinion.

2. Now you know where the title came from.  Explain.

Chapter 19 (pages 183-193)

1. Part way through the church service, Ian comes to realize that the 3 thugs in the park are like Rwanda and Nazi Germany.  How are they similar?

2. Journal it:   Okay, this is a toughie and maybe you’ll say, “Oh please! Who do you think I am?!” but literature is supposed to ask tough questions.  Here’s the one that Ian asks on page 187:  “If God is everywhere, how come he hadn’t shown up in Rwanda?”  Go ahead:  tell me a bit about your faith.  Do you believe that God is everywhere?  Was He in Rwanda? 

· If your answer to these questions is “Yes,” explore how He allows such tragedies to occur.  

· If the answer to these questions is “No,” then explore what you think does cause these kinds of horrible tragedies.

3. At first glance, Eduardo is not much of a hero.  Why not?

4. As Ian gets to know Eduardo, he recognizes Jacques in him.  Give some details that show how the 2 men are alike.  

Chapter 20 (pages 194-203)

1. Ian encourages Jacques not to forget as he’s been trying to do, but to remember.  What does he mean?

2. Summarize the story of the starfish.  What message should Jacques take from it?

Chapter 21 (pages 204-210)

1. Where is Jacques in this chapter?  What has he been doing?

2. There’s a bit of redemption for Ian’s parents in this chapter.  What have they done right?  How does Ian feel about them?

3. In your opinion, how has Ian changed over the course of this novel?

4. Journal it:   This novel has brought together a lot of random  ideas:  homelessness, annoying parents, peacekeeping, genocide,… Ultimately though, it’s about having compassion for others.  Go ahead, make a commitment.  How can you be more compassionate in your world?  Reflect on what you’ve learned.  What do you have a different opinion of now?

Rwanda Genocide
A Short History of the Rwanda Genocide

By Jennifer Rosenberg
Beginning on April 6, 1994, Hutus began slaughtering the Tutsis in the African country of Rwanda. As the brutal killings continued, the world stood idly by and just watched the slaughter. Lasting 100 days, the Rwanda genocide left approximately 800,000 Tutsis and Hutu sympathizers dead. 

Who Are the Hutu and Tutsi?

The Hutu and Tutsi are two peoples who share a common past. When Rwanda was first settled, the people who lived there raised cattle. Soon, the people who owned the most cattle were called "Tutsi" and everyone else was called "Hutu." At this time, a person could easily change categories through marriage or cattle acquisition. 

It wasn't until Europeans came to colonize the area that the terms "Tutsi" and "Hutu" took on a racial role. The Germans were the first to colonize Rwanda in 1894. They looked at the Rwandan people and thought the Tutsi had more European characteristics, such as lighter skin and a taller build. Thus they put Tutsis in roles of responsibility. 

When the Germans lost their colonies following World War I, the Belgians took control over Rwanda. In 1933, the Belgians solidified the categories of "Tutsi" and "Hutu" by mandating that every person was to have an identity card that labeled them either Tutsi, Hutu, or Twa. (Twa are a very small group of hunter-gatherers who also live in Rwanda.) 

Although the Tutsi constituted only about ten percent of Rwanda's population and the Hutu nearly 90 percent, the Belgians gave the Tutsi all the leadership positions. This upset the Hutu. 

When Rwanda struggled for independence from Belgium, the Belgians switched the status of the two groups. Facing a revolution instigated by the Hutu, the Belgians let the Hutus, who constituted the majority of Rwanda's population, be in charge of the new government. This upset the Tutsi. 

The animosity between the two groups continued for decades. 

The Event That Sparked the Genocide

At 8:30 p.m. on April 6, 1994, President Juvénal Habyarimana of Rwanda was killed when he was returning from a summit in Tanzania. A surface-to-air missile shot his plane out of the sky over Rwanda's capital city of Kigali. All on board were killed in the crash. 

Since 1973, President Habyarimana, a Hutu, had run a totalitarian regime in Rwanda, which had excluded all Tutsis from participating. That changed on August 3, 1993 when Habyarimana signed the Arusha Accords, which weakened the Hutu hold on Rwanda and allowed Tutsis to participate in the government. This greatly upset Hutu extremists. 

Although it has never been determined who was truly responsible for the assassination, Hutu extremists profited the most from Habyarimana's death. Within 24 hours after the crash, Hutu extremists had taken over the government, blamed the Tutsis for the assassination, and begun the slaughter. 

100 Days of Slaughter

The killings began in Rwanda's capital city of Kigali. The Interahamwe ("those who strike as one"), an anti-Tutsi youth organization established by Hutu extremists, set up road blocks. They checked identification cards and killed all who were Tutsi. Most of the killing was done with machetes, clubs, or knives. Over the next few days and weeks, road blocks were set up around Rwanda. 

On April 7, Hutu extremists began purging the government of their political opponents, which meant both Tutsis and Hutu moderates were killed. This included the prime minister. When ten Belgian U.N. peacekeepers tried to protect the prime minister, they too were killed. This caused Belgium to start withdrawing its troops from Rwanda. 

Over the next several days and weeks, the violence spread. Since the government had the names and addresses of nearly all Tutsis living in Rwanda (remember, each Rwandan had an identity card that labeled them Tutsi, Hutu, or Twa) the killers could go door to door, slaughtering the Tutsis. 

Men, women, and children were murdered. Since bullets were expensive, most Tutsis were killed by hand weapons, often machetes or clubs. Many were often tortured before being killed. Some of the victims were given the option of paying for a bullet so that they'd have a quicker death. 

Also during the violence, thousands of Tutsi women were raped. Some were raped and then killed, others were kept as sex slaves for weeks. 

Slaughter Inside Churches, Hospitals, and Schools

Thousands of Tutsis tried to escape the slaughter by hiding in churches, hospitals, schools, and government offices. These places, which historically have been places of refuge, were turned into places of mass murder during the Rwanda Genocide. 

One of the worst massacres of the Rwanda genocide took place on April 15-16, 1994 at the Nyarubuye Roman Catholic Church, located about 60 miles east of Kigali. Here, the mayor of the town, a Hutu, encouraged Tutsis to seek sanctuary inside the church by assuring them they would be safe there. Then the mayor betrayed them to the Hutu extremists. 

The killing began with grenades and guns, but soon changed to machetes and clubs. Killing by hand was tiresome, so the killers took shifts. It took two days to kill the thousands of Tutsi who were inside. 

Similar massacres took place around Rwanda, with many of the worst ones occurring between April 11 and the beginning of May. 

Corpses

To further degrade the Tutsi, Hutu extremists would not allow the Tutsi dead to be buried. Their bodies were left where they were slaughtered, exposed to the elements, eaten by rats and dogs. 

Many Tutsi bodies were thrown into rivers, lakes, and streams in order to send the Tutsis "back to Ethiopia" - a reference to the myth that the Tutsi were foreigners and originally came from Ethiopia. 

Media Played a Huge Role in the Genocide

For years, the Kangura newspaper, controlled by Hutu extremists, had been spouting hate. As early as December 1990, the paper published "The Ten Commandments for the Hutu." The commandments declared that any Hutu who married a Tutsi was a traitor. Also, any Hutu who did business with a Tutsi was a traitor. The commandments also insisted that all strategic positions and the entire military must be Hutu. In order to isolate the Tutsis even further, the commandments also told the Hutu to stand by other Hutu and to stop pitying the Tutsi.* 

When RTLM (Radio Télévison des Milles Collines) began broadcasting on July 8, 1993, it also spread hate. However, this time it was packaged to appeal to the masses by offering popular music and broadcasts conducted in a very informal, conversational tones. 

Once the killings started, RTLM went beyond just espousing hate; they took an active role in the slaughter. The RTLM called for the Tutsi to "cut down the tall trees," a code phrase which meant for the Hutu to start killing the Tutsi. During broadcasts, RTLM often used the term inyenzi ("cockroach") when referring to Tutsis and then told Hutu to "crush the cockroaches." 

Many RTLM broadcasts announced names of specific individuals who should be killed; RTLM even included information about where to find them, such as home and work addresses or known hangouts. Once these individuals had been killed, RTLM then announced their murders over the radio. 

The RTLM was used to incite the average Hutu to kill. However, if a Hutu refused to participate in the slaughter, then members of the Interahamwe would give them a choice -- either kill or be killed. 

The World Stood By and Just Watched

Following World War II and the Holocaust, the United Nations adopted a resolution on December 9, 1948, which stated that "The Contracting Parties confirm that genocide, whether committed in time of peace or in time of war, is a crime under international law which they undertake to prevent and to punish." 

Clearly, the massacres in Rwanda constituted genocide, so why didn't the world step in to stop it? 

There has been a lot of research on this exact question. Some people have said that since Hutu moderates were killed in the early stages then some countries believed the conflict to be more of a civil war rather than a genocide. Other research has shown that the world powers realized it was a genocide but that they didn't want to pay for the needed supplies and personnel to stop it. 

No matter what the reason, the world should have stepped in. They should have stopped the slaughter. 

The Rwanda Genocide Ends

The Rwanda Genocide ended only when the RPF took over the country. The RPF (Rwandan Patriotic Front) were a trained military group consisting of Tutsis who had been exiled in earlier years, many of whom lived in Uganda. 

The RPF were able to enter Rwanda and slowly take over the country. In mid July 1994, when the RPF had full control, the genocide was stopped.  
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