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Out of This World 

(Chris Hadfield Memoir) 
Pre-Reading Discussion

· Have you ever done something extraordinary that most people would never experience?

· If so, how would describe the experience to other people?  

· If not, what activity would you most like to partake in?  Describe it.

Spelling and Vocabulary

You will be responsible for knowing the spelling of all of the words below.  Choose five words and put each into a sentence that shows its meaning.  Underline the word and indicate its part of speech in parentheses as used.  

1. juxtaposition

2. vicinity

3. accelerate

4. perpetually

5. essentially

6. equivalent

7. kaleidoscope

8. simultaneously

9. psychological

10. unequivocally

Responding

1. What do you think it would be like to travel in outer space?  Based on Hadfield’s descriptions, what did you find most interesting from his account?

2. Based on his memoir, what sort of a person do you think Hadfield is?  Describe several (at least 3) personality traits that are evident through his depiction of his experiences.

3. How does Hadfield feel about his achievements in this memoir?  What do you think is his purpose in writing this account?

4. Identify the following images as either a simile or a metaphor.  What is being described in each example and what makes it an effective comparison?

a) “it’s like coming out of a womb”

b) “I am absolutely slapped in the face”

c) “as big as a truck”

d) “worm your way”

e) “like trying to lift up the shuttle with my emotion”

f) “like an exam you know all the answers to”

g) “like being caught in the jaws of some enormous dog”

h) “like a fish on a line”

i) “bursting like a balloon”

j) “turn blood red”

k) “as though you’re hanging off the bow of a huge ship”

l) “like the earth was a lightbulb”


