Speech Unit - 3U


All speeches/essays should include BOTH argumentation and persuasion

-Literary essays/work rely more on the argumentation

-Persuasive devices are used for persuasive essays and for many speeches

-Always consider the purpose of the essay/speech to determine whether or not to use persuasive devices

(Poetic) (Persuasive) (Rhetorical) Devices Chart
Master

	Device
	Definition 
	Example
	Purpose

	Alliteration (consonants)
Assonance (vowels)
	-when two or more consecutive words begin with the same sound
	-slithery snake slid silently

-Oscar opened his mouth and yawned. 
	-to emphasize the words/point

-to create imagery

-to create rhythm

	Device
	Definition 
	Example
	Purpose

	Allusions
	-a reference to something or someone well known
	“I am not as good a public speaker as Martin Luther King was, but I’ll do my best.”

“Cause all I wanted to do’s be the Bruce Lee of loose leaf” Eminem. 
	-to connect with the audience

-to illustrate and emphasize a point with an example

	Device
	Definition 
	Example
	Purpose

	Appeal to Authority
	-a quotation from, or a reference to the work of, someone considered an expert or ‘authority’ on the topic
	According to Margaret Atwood, Canadian Literature is about survival.
	-to support the point being made

-to impress the audience

	Device
	Definition 
	Example
	Purpose

	Diction/

Vivid Language


	Choosing specific words to best  illustrate the point
	-freedom fighter/ rebel

(bias)

-“for us, they toiled in sweatshops and settled the West”

-there is a pond in the backyard. Vs. “swamp” 
	-to convince the audience of the speaker’s point of view

-to create imagery

-to emphasize something

-sometimes creates rhythm 


	Device
	Definition 
	Example
	Purpose

	Hyperbole

	Intended exaggeration
	“I had to walk 15 miles to school in the snow, uphill”.

I sweat buckets!! 

If I met Bruno Mars I would literally die! 


	-to create irony, humour, or dramatic effect

-to emphasize the point being made

	Device
	Definition 
	Example
	Purpose

	Imagery
	A picture created in the mind of the audience/reader through appeal to the senses (all 5)
	-the soft dawn crept silently over the blue mountain
	-to connect with the audience

	Device
	Definition 
	Example
	Purpose

	Metaphor
	-a comparison of two things, without using the words ‘like’ or ‘as’
	The battlefield was a sea of blood

(uses the image of a sea to show how much blood there was)
Jay has a heart of gold! 

He is the apple of my eye
	-to create imagery

	Device
	Definition 
	Example
	Purpose

	Simile
	-a comparison of two things, using the words ‘like’ or ‘as’
	The flower was as yellow as the sun

Life is like a long scary roller coaster!

School is like being at an amusement park! 


	-to create imagery

	Device
	Definition 
	Example
	Purpose

	Parallel Structure 
	The repetition of a grammatical pattern within a sentence or paragraph
	“We did not seek, nor did we provoke, an assault on our way of life.  We did not expect, nor did we invite a confrontation of evil.“ 
	-to emphasize the key words in the pattern, usually the verb

-to create rhythm

	Device
	Definition 
	Example
	Purpose

	Personification
	Giving human (living) qualities to non-human things, animals or ideas 
	“leaves dancing” or “the sky is weeping”
	-to emphasize the point being made

-to connect with the audience

-to create imagery

	Device
	Definition 
	Example
	Purpose

	Repetition
	The consistent use of a key word or phrase
	“I have a dream. . . . “


	-to emphasize the point being made

-to remind the audience of the point being made

-to create rhythm

	Device
	Definition 
	Example
	Purpose

	Rhetorical Questions
	A question that is not meant to be answered out loud
	“Have you ever felt hunger?”
	-to connect with the audience

-to help establish prior knowledge/experience 

-to create a pause or chance for reflection in the narration

	Device
	Definition 
	Example
	Purpose

	Onomatopoeia 
	When the sound of a word resembles its meaning
	Bang, trot, clank, drip 
	-creates a sensory experience for the reader

-adds interest
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