__________________________________________Anticipation Guide for Cormac McCarthy’s The Road
Before reading: In the space to the left of each statement, place a check mark if you agree or think the statement is true.

During or after reading: Add new check marks or cross through those about which you have changed your mind.  Keep in mind that this is not like the traditional “worksheet.”  This is a critical thinking exercise, so it will require some work.  Use the space under each statement to note the pages where you are finding information to support your thinking.
_____ 1.  Human beings will destroy the earth before the sun does.

_____ 2.  A boy’s relationship with his father is the most important relationship that exists.

_____ 3.  You would eat people if you absolutely, positively had to.

_____ 4.  The strongest—not necessarily the smartest—should be in charge.

_____ 5.  Women are weaker than men, especially when the going gets tough.

_____ 6.  Hope can never be given by someone to someone.  Hope has to come from within each of us.
_____ 7.  Nuclear weapons are devices only the United States should possess.

_____ 8.  All the forests we are cutting down for trees will replenish themselves just fine.

_____ 9.  All technological advances are good for humanity.

_____ 10.  Reading to your children is an essential practice.

_____ 11.  When we dropped the bombs on Nagasaki and Hiroshima, Japan, we were doing a just and
                  good thing.

_____ 12.  When we dropped the napalm on Dresden, Germany, we were doing a just and good thing.

_____ 13.  War is a terrible thing for all involved—and should be avoided whenever possible.  

_____ 14.  We are extraordinarily tough primates.  We can survive almost anything.
_____ 15.  You should do anything for your kids.  If you do something for them, you’re helping humanity get better.  They are half-you, right?  So, if you help them, you’re helping yourself remain immortal.
_____ 16.  If all the countries in the world agreed to have fistfights or cagefights—instead of air strikes and tank invasions—to solve national disputes, the world would be a better place.
_____ 17.  When we are unselfish and do something for other people—for no personal gain—we are doing the best possible human behavior.

_____ 18.  Human beings are worse than animals, because we are the best of all species at killing.

_____ 19.  Wars are good for the United States national economy.

_____ 20.  Little boys should be made to become men earlier than they are—like by age 12.
_____ 21.  Human beings are terrible to nature. 
_____ 22.  You would be able to handle the apocalypse, which is the loss of all comforts and safeties.
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