	TOPIC SENTENCE
	The narrator in the “Tell Tale Heart” is crazy because he is delusional, he feels no remorse, and he goes into a fit of rage.


	SUPPORTING SENTENCE 1
	Throughout the story it becomes clear that the narrator is delusional.

	EVIDENCE FROM THE STORY
	He considers how cunning he is to plan the old man’s death and he believes that he has committed the perfect crime.  Furthermore, the narrator says, “I heard all things in Heaven and in Earth.  I heard many things in Hell. Hearken, how then am I mad?” (Poe 121).

	EXPLANATION
	The fact that the narrator planned the Old Man’s death, believes he committed the perfect crime, and that he feels the need to convince himself and the reader that he is sane and that he did the right thing show his madness.  


	SUPPORTING SENTENCE 2
	The narrator’s delusional actions and thoughts, in addition to his lack of remorse, prove his insanity.  

	EVIDENCE FROM THE STORY
	Once he killed the Old Man he smiles then proceeds to dismember the body and considers this the perfect crime (122-123).  

	EXPLANATION
	His happiness and pride in his actions show that he lacks remorse and regret, proving that he is extremely mad. 


	SUPPORTING SENTENCE 3
	Finally, his display of rage demonstrates his madness. 

	EVIDENCE FROM THE STORY
	His rage is put on view when he says, “I foamed – I raved” (123).

	EXPLANATION
	The fact that he says he foamed at the mouth shows that he is unstable and intensely angry.  


	CONCLUDING SENTENCE
	In conclusion, the narrator is crazy because of his delusional frame of mind, his lack of remorse, and his out of control rage show that is unhinged 


Is the narrator in the “Tell Tale Heart” crazy?
