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	Categories/Criteria
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	thinking/inquiry
	– ideas are derivative or clichéd
	– ideas show some original thinking
	– ideas are creative and original 
	– ideas are creative, original, and sophisticated

	
	– information is of limited accuracy and correctness
	– information is accurate and correct to some degree 
	– information is accurate and correct
	– information is accurate, correct, and engaging

	
	– ideas lack depth, and/or complexity, 
	– ideas demonstrate some depth and complexity
	– ideas demonstrate appropriate depth and complexity to suit the purpose and audience
	– ideas demonstrate both depth and complexity yet maintain audience interest

	
	– responses to questions are hesitant or unclear and may lack appropriateness
	– responses to questions are somewhat clear and appropriate
	– responses to questions are clear and appropriate
	– responses to questions are clear, appropriate, and insightful

	Communication
	– opening lacks clarity
	– opening introduces topic
	– opening is engaging and clearly introduces topic
	– opening is engaging and original, and clearly introduces topic

	
	– requires better organization or lacks clarity of ideas
	– some organization of ideas and development of topics
	– good organization of ideas and development of topics
	– ideas are presented logically and creatively

	
	– tone is inappropriate for the audience, showing lack of respect
	– tone is somewhat serious and appropriate for the audience
	– tone is mostly serious and appropriately shows respect for the audience
	– tone is serious and shows respect for topic and audience

	
	– speech lacks fluency, expressiveness, and/or audibility
	– speech is fluent, expressive, and audible some of the time
	– speech is fluent, expressive, and audible 
	– speech is fluent, highly expressive, and audible 

	Application
	– visual elements are of limited effectiveness
	– visual elements are somewhat effective
	– visual elements are effective (e.g., use of graphs, charts, slides, presentation software)
	– visual elements are highly effective

	
	– choice and use of technology is limited
	– choice and use of technology is adequate
	– choice and use of technology is effective and appropriate to the purpose and audience
	– choice and use of technology is sophisticated
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