Self-Editing Checklist
Introduction:
_____ 
there is a "hook" to catch the interest of the reader
_____ 
background to understand the thesis

_____ 
mentions the author and the literary work
Thesis Statement:

_____ 
one clear complete sentence
_____ 
sentence has 3 prongs
_____ 
sentence does not use the word "because"
_____ 
there is a parallel structure of ideas (3 prongs)
_____ 
is a statement that can be supported with evidence
Body Paragraph #1
_____ 
has a topic sentence that uses the proper sequenced prong from the thesis statement
_____ 
has supporting details that support or explain the topic sentence 
_____ 
there are quotations taken from the literary work that are relevant to the topic
_____ 
sentence or details that support the thesis statement 
_____ 
there is a summarization of the paragraph in a sentence at the end of the paragraph 
_____ 
has a transition sentence to the next paragraph
Body Paragraph #2 
_____ 
has a topic sentence that uses the proper sequenced prong from the thesis statement
_____ 
has supporting details that support or explain the topic sentence
_____ 
there are quotations taken from the literary work that are relevant to the topic sentence or details that support the thesis statement
_____ 
there is a summarization of the paragraph in a sentence at the end of the paragraph
_____ 
has a transition sentence to the next paragraph
Body Paragraph #3 
_____ 
has a topic sentence that uses the proper sequenced prong from the thesis statement
_____ 
has supporting details that support or explain the topic sentence
_____ 
there are quotations taken from the literary work that are relevant to the topic sentence or details that support the thesis statement
_____ 
there is a summarization of the paragraph in a sentence at the end of the paragraph
_____ 
has a transition sentence to the next paragraph
Conclusion:
_____ 
summarizes the points made in the paper
_____ 
has at least 3 sentences in the paragraph
_____ 
presents the writer's opinion about points covered in the paper
_____ 
restates the thesis statement
_____ 
gives the reader a sense that the essay is completed
Ideas and Content:
_____ 
the ideas are sound (make sense)
_____ 
the ideas are explained well
_____ 
the ideas are unique
Word Choice:
_____ 
the essay does not use pronouns such as 1, we, and you 
_____ 
the words used are words that mean what the writer intends
Conventions:
_____ 
has well‑written sentences with correct punctuation 
_____ 
there is proper capitalization used
_____ 
the internal citations are in the correct format
_____ 
the correct punctuation is used in the quotations
_____ 
the format for the paper is correct (heading and page numbering is correct)
Voice:
_____ 
the paper is written in present tense
_____ 
the paper uses words and structures which reflect the writer's thoughts and ability
Sentence Fluency:
_____ 
a variety of sentence structures is used in the paper
_____ 
sentences are complete
_____ 
correct punctuation and capitalization is used in each sentence
Essay Organizer:
_____ 
is complete
_____ 
reflects all of the elements needed to complete a rough draft
Rough Draft:
_____ 
is complete
_____ 
shows it has been edited and corrections made
