Shakespeare’s Comedies!

Playing by the Rules…

In the genre of Shakespearean comedy, structures regarding the action in the plays are closely followed. Consider the ideas expressed below… do they link to Twelfth Night?

1. No deaths may occur: If there is a shipwreck with people lost at sea, we could count on the idea that they would turn up alive by the play’s end. If, by chance, a character does die, it is  trivialized and made insignificant.

2. There must be a happy ending: This function is met whether or not the ending actually makes sense.

3. All unattached females must marry: There can be many males left without partners so that they can behave as rivals for the females’ love. 

4. A simple plot must have a complication.

5. Confusion is central: The audience should be confused at times but they must be able to see clarification of the problem before the cast does. Why? This tactic lends the audience a sense of importance and ties them more strongly to the action.

Common types of confusion include: twins, names that sound similar, disguises and masks.

