THE ANTIHERO 

In fiction, an antihero or antiheroine is a protagonist whose character or goals would not be seen as being traditionally heroic. 

The antihero has evolved over time, changing as society's conceptions of the hero changed.

The definition of an anti-hero can be subjective. He is usually the protagonist or a key character. Generally, an anti-hero will have the following qualities:
· it is clear that they have human frailties and flaws - they are more accessible to readers because they are imperfect 
· they are often disillusioned with society, or increasingly becomes so 

· they often seeks redemption or revenge for their own satisfaction, and sometimes for the greater good of society 

· they don't always think about what is the right, moral thing to do –they often thinks about what's right for them (self interested) 
· they reject traditional values

· they are often misunderstood by others in his society 

· they could be called a noble criminals or a vigilantes 

· they possess qualities normally belonging to villains - such as amorality, greed and violent tendencies – but are tempered with more human, identifiable and even noble traits 

· their noble motives are pursued by breaking the law; a.k.a. "the ends justify the means" 

Literature

· Macbeth – Macbeth by William Shakespeare 

· Gollum – The Lord of the Rings Trilogy by J.R.R Tolkien 

· Alex – A Clockwork Orange by Anthony Burgess 

· Roland Deschain – The Dark Tower series by Stephen King

· Dexter Morgan - Darkly Dreaming Dexter series by Jeff Lindsay
Film

· Harry Callahan – Dirty Harry dir. Don Siegel 

· Hannibal Lector – Silence of the Lambs dir. Jonathan Demi 

· Richard B. Riddick – Pitch Black dir. David Twohy 
· Danny Ocean – Ocean’s Eleven dir. Steven Soderbergh 

· Capt. Jack Sparrow – Pirates of the Caribbean dir. Gore Verbinski    

Comic Books

· Batman - created by Bob Kane and Bill Finger
· The Punisher –created by Gerry Conway, John Romita and Ross Andru 

· Spawn –created by Todd McFarlane 

· Wolverine –create by Len Wein and John Romita Sr. 
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	Trait
	
	Specific Examples: Include Page Number

	Human Frailties/Flaws
	
	

	Social Outcast


	
	

	Disillusioned with Society


	
	

	Seeking Redemption/Revenge

· for themselves

· for others
	
	


	Trait
	
	Specific Examples: Include Page Number

	Unethical
	
	

	Rejects traditional values
	
	

	Villainous Qualities/Characteristics
	
	

	Their noble motives are pursued through immoral or illegal actions

(the end justifies the means)
	
	


