CHAPTER QUESTIONS
The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger

Use the questions below to supplement your understanding of the novel.  

Chapter One

1. What is your first impression of the narrator?  Support your answer with an example from the novel (quotation).
2. Where is the narrator writing from?  Provide a quotation and explain how it supports your answer. 
3. What school did the narrator attend?  How does the narrator describe the reality of the school versus its appearance?

Chapter Two
1. What does Mr. Spencer mean when he says, “Life is a game”?

2. What does Holden mean when he says something (someone) is a “phony”?  Why does this bother him so much?

3. How does Holden describe his recent behaviour?

Chapter Three
1. Holden regularly criticizes “phonies”, but he begins this chapter claiming he is “the most terrific liar you ever saw in your life”.  What does this suggest about his character?

2. What two important characters are introduced in this chapter?  

3. Quote some disturbing comments made by Holden.  Explain why they are disturbing.

Chapter Four
1. On page 148, what does Holden say is ironic?

2. How does Holden react to news of Stradlater’s date with Jane Gallagher?  Why does he react this way?

Chapter Five

1. Provide one example of Holden caring about the feelings of others.  Explain how the example reveals this.
2. Describe Holden’s reaction to Allie’s death.

Chapter Six

1. Describe an example of Holden’s violence.

2. Explain the contradiction of Holden’s statement, “I’m a pacifist”.

Chapter Seven
1. How is Holden feeling?  Why?

2. What is his plan?
Chapter Eight

1. Who does Holden meet on the train?

2. What does Holden say about mothers in general?

Chapter Nine

1. What does he ask the cab driver about Central Park South?

2. How does Holden describe his mood?

3. Describe some of Holden’s opinions towards relationships with girls.

Chapter Ten

1. Who does Holden describe Phoebe?

2. Why doesn’t he call her?

3. Who does Holden meet at the Lavender Room?

4. How do they respond to Holden?  What does this reveal about his character?

Chapter Eleven

1. How does Holden remember Jane Gallagher?

2. How did he feel when he was with Jane?  Why?

Chapter Twelve

1. How is Holden feeling at the beginning of this chapter?

2. Where does Holden go?  How does he feel?

3. Who did he meet there that he knew?

Chapter Thirteen

1. What does he mean when he says, “I’m one of these very yellow guys” 

2. Who is Maurice?  In other words, what is his job?

3. What does Holden want to do when Sunny arrives at his room?

4. Describe the conflict at the end of the chapter.

Chapter Fourteen

1. Who does Holden think about at the beginning of this chapter?

2. What does Holden imagine doing and how is he feeling at the end of this chapter?  What do these things suggest about Holden’s state of mind?
Chapter Fifteen

1. Who did Holden call?  How does he feel about her and why does he call her?

2. What do Dick Slagle and the suitcase story reveal about the problems associated with social status?

Chapter Sixteen

1. What does Holden buy for Phoebe?  What was it about?

2. When Holden hears the young boy singing, “If a body catch a body coming through the rye” why does he feel better?

3. What does Holden like the best about the Museum of Natural History?

Chapter Sixteen

1. Why does Holden feel like he hates Sally at the end of the show?

2. Review the conversation with Sally after ice skating.  What evidence is there that Holden’s mindset/mental state is deteriorating?  Provide at least 4 specific examples (quotations).  Remember to explain what each example suggests about Holden’s state of mind.

Chapter Eighteen

1. Who does Holden make arrangements to meet at the Wicker Bar?

2. Why do you think he keeps meeting people he doesn’t like that much?

3. Name 2 memorable statements from Holden’s reflections on WWII.

Chapter Nineteen

1. What does Carl Luce think of Holden?  Provide a quotation to support your answer.
2. In point form, summarize the conversation between Carl and Holden.

3. What is Carl Luce’s advice to Holden?  Do you agree with this advice?  Why or why not?

Chapter Twenty

1. Explain “that stupid business with the bullet in my guts”.

2. Why did Holden want to go back to the Park?

3. What happened to Phoebe’s record?

4. When Holden’s on the bench at the Park, what does he begin to imagine?  What does this suggest about his state of mind?  Are there any other pieces of evidence in this chapter?  Explain.

Chapter Twenty-One

1. What is your impression of Phoebe?  Provide a quotation and explain how it supports your opinion.

2. How can you tell that Phoebe has a positive influence on Holden?

3. Why is Phoebe upset with Holden at the end of this chapter?

Chapter Twenty-Two

1. How does Holden explain being kicked out of Pencey?

2. What crucial acknowledgement does Phoebe make about Holden?

3. What is the story of James Castle and why is this story important?

4. What 2 things does Holden say he likes?

5. Who does Holden decide to call at the end of this chapter?

Chapter Twenty-Three

1. Why does Holden like Mr. Antolini?

2. What evidence is there that Holden’s mother is still suffering from the grief of Allie’s death?

3. Why does Holden cry?

4. What does Holden give Phoebe at the end of the chapter?

Chapter Twenty-Four

1. What does Mr. Antolini fear for Holden?  Describe this in detail.

2. Do you think the incident with Mr. Antolini at the end of this chapter was innocent or sinister?  Provide evidence to support your answer.

Chapter Twenty-Five

1. How is Holden feeling physically and emotionally at the beginning of this chapter?

2. What evidence is there that Holden’s emotional state is further deteriorating in this chapter?
3. Describe Holden’s plans.

4. Provide evidence that Holden’s thoughts are becoming more violent.

5. Where does Holden go to look for Phoebe?

6. When Holden discovers the graffiti in the museum, he says that “you can’t ever find a place that’s nice and peaceful, because there isn’t any”.  Is Holden just speaking about the museum or is there another level of meaning to his comment?  Explain how this comment applies to Holden’s life.

7. What are Holden’s physical symptoms when he leaves the mummies?

8. Why does Phoebe bring a suitcase with her?

9. How do Holden’s violent thoughts escalate to a new level?

10. Where do Holden and Phoebe go?

11. What did Phoebe do and why did this make Holden happy?

Chapter Twenty-Six
1. Where do you think Holden is and how can you tell?

