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The Road Literary Terms and Devices
‘Terms to Know’
Apocalypse: This term refers to the world ending either by the destruction of the earth or human race. There are several theories that predict possible apocalyptic events which range from natural to man-made disasters. Within these theories there is a controversy as to what will outlast the other; the earth or the human race?
Post-Apocalyptic: This term refers to the time period after an apocalyptic event

The Road is set in a post-apocalyptic setting. 
Conflict: Conflict is when a character (usually a protagonist) in a story is faced with some challenge or obstacle. There are 5 main types of conflict:
· Character vs. Character

· Character vs. Nature

· Character vs. Society

· Character vs. Self

· Character vs. Supernatural

What type(s) of conflict do you assume will be depicted in The Road?
Protagonist: The main character in a story who is often faced with conflict (the good character)
Antagonist: The character who works against the main character (the evil character /force that creates conflict)
Narrator: The person who tells the story
The narration in a story could be one of many types:

· First Person- Told from the perspective of the protagonist
· Second Person- Told from the perspective of someone who works closely with the protagonist

· *Third Person- Told from the perspective of an unknown (someone who is not involved in the story in anyway)
*Can be:

a) Omniscient- Knows everything about all characters
b) Limited- Only knows what the main and secondary characters have revealed within the story

In The Road, the novel switches from third person omniscient to first person narration throughout. How would this narrative style affect the story?
Setting: When and where a story takes place
‘Literary Devices’
Flashback: When the author shows the audience events that took place prior to the plot of the story. 


Purpose:

Symbolism: Using an object to represent a greater/ abstract concept or theme.


Purpose:

Personification: Giving humanistic qualities and characteristics to inanimate objects. 

Purpose:
Imagery: When words are used to create/ evoke a visual picture in your mind.

Purpose:

Allusion: When a direct or indirect reference is made to someone/ something of greater significance.

Purpose:

Pathetic Fallacy: When the environment (nature/ weather) reflects the emotional state of characters. 

Purpose:
Mood: Mood is established in literature when the author develops an emotional stance towards their subject through their writing style. These feelings can be transferred to the reader. 

Purpose:
Metaphor: Is an implied comparison between two unlike things that does not use “like” or “as”. 

Purpose:
Foreshadowing: When hints/ clues are revealed throughout a story that help the reader predict the plot, but do not spoil the suspense or outcome.

Purpose:
Stream of Consciousness: refers to a collection and occurrence of thoughts and ideas with reference to a specific character’s thinking process.  

Purpose:
Irony: When the intended meaning of something is the opposite of what happens, is said, is written. 

Purpose:
Literary Device Matching Activity

Task: Using the chart below, match each of the following literary devices by writing the letter of the corresponding example, description or purpose.

	Letter
	Literary Device:
	Example/ Description/ Purpose

	D
	Flashback
	A) The brook settled down the lush green mountains, dotted with tiny flowers and trees in a riot of colours. 

	H
	Symbolism
	B) Someone writing “I hate computers on their Facebook profile”. 

	K
	Personification
	C) Depressed or optimistic

	A
	Imagery
	D) A ‘glimpse’ at something that has happened outside the context of a story.

	F
	Allusion
	E) "One day you will get into trouble. You think you are smart. One day you will be too smart."

	I
	Pathetic Fallacy
	F) It’s no wonder that everyone refers to Mary as another Martha Stewart in the making; she loves to cook and craft. 

	C
	Mood
	G) Mitch sat on the sidewalk alone and isolated himself from the rest of the school yard. 

Why do I even try? I am not like the others and never will be. I hate myself for even trying to fit into their prototype. This is the absolute last time.

	J
	Metaphor
	H) An olive branch representing “peace”

	E
	Foreshadowing
	I) “Nights dark beyond beyond dark and the days more grey each one than what had gone before.”

	G
	Stream of Consciousness
	J) Life is but a walking shadow, a poor player that struts and frets his hour upon the stage.

	B
	Irony
	K) The trees winced as they were attacked by the wind. 


