“Thes-is” Going To Be a Learning Experience!
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Your thesis is the basis of your entire essay. It is the link that ties all of your well-researched arguments together.

A thesis …

· is your viewpoint based upon research and thinking further about your topic.
· should offer a new outlook on the subject. You must try your best to create a new interpretation!
· will map out the “plan” of your essay. Direction statement 
Ask yourself whether your thesis is provable, arguable and worthwhile.

Your audience should say, “What!?!? I don’t believe that! Prove it to me!” or “Wow, I have never thought about it like that!”

Two possible approaches to your thesis are listed below:
1)  TWO TEXTS, ONE STORY
If you are examining the same story told through two different mediums look for an integral difference between the two. As a result of this difference we can learn something or say something bigger than the texts themselves.
For example, if a character is portrayed differently in the film than they are in the novel, your thesis could be along these lines:
"What you see is not always what you get, as demonstrated by the dark, violent and volatile Samuel of the novel, the true man standing behind Catherine's rose coloured glasses, the only lense through which the film's audience come to know this seriously flawed character".
Or perhaps you make notice that they story itself has changed because of a new direction the producer of the film may have taken.  Your thesis may look like this:
"The film The Colour Purple is a whitewashed version of the novel".
Your thesis will rely on your two texts.  It is not a stand alone thesis. 
2) TWO TEXTS, TWO SIMILAR STORIES
If you are examining two different stories told through different mediums look for a lesson that can be learned, a controversial truth, or an over-arching statement that can stand alone. The two stories, connected by similar themes, plot lines, etc. will be used to prove your argument. 
For example, you may have learned something after reading Catcher in the Rye and viewing Dead Poet’s Society and then decided to write a thesis that argues:
"Despite the role of education to uplift, challenge and inspire growth and self-discovery, schools and the systems within it stifle and suppress individuals as a means of producing self-doubting, compliant and supressed individuals".  
Although you learned from these two texts initially, your thesis must stand alone.  

