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Triumph on Mount Everest 
p. 146

Pre-Reading Discussion

What would it mean if someone said, “Each of us must conquer our own Everest once in life”?  What ideas and images does the phrase conjure up for you?

Select Vocabulary

Use each word in a separate sentence that shows the meaning of the word.

	a. desolate
	b. corporate

	c. cornice
	d. tedious

	e. palpable
	f. immediately

	g. adrenaline
	h. firmament

	i. appropriate
	j. turquoise


Questions for further understanding

Answer in sentences and use quotes to prove your ideas whenever possible.

1. What is the effect of the author’s use of sentence fragments in the first paragraph? (Hint: exaggerate the punctuation as you read it)

2. The author, Stacey Allison says “Death was everywhere”.  List the dangers that she confronted on her climb up the final ridge.

3. How does Allison build up the suspense of the last 75 feet through the final moments of the ascent? Describe her methods as she nears the peak.

4. After her initial exuberance, why was Allison not altogether happy once she realized that she was “on top of the world”?  What was missing from her accomplishment?  (Have you ever felt similarly yourself? If not, describe a time when you felt how she wanted it to be.)

5. What obligation did Allison and Pasang have to fulfill while they were at the mountain’s peak?  Describe your feelings about corporate sponsorship for ventures like theirs.

6. What do you think is the overall purpose of Allison’s essay?  Explain in a well-developed paragraph with a quote to show where the purpose is best shown.

Extension Ideas

1. Choose 10 to12 striking, poetic phrases from within the essay.  Write them down in order but arrange them on a page in a design of your own choosing.  From your draft copy, edit out any unnecessary words or phrases and consider the effectiveness or your arrangement.  Then re-write the words and phrases that are remaining and arrange them on the page into your new poem.  Give it an original title.

2. Describe a time when you “conquered your own Everest”.  How did you feel at the time?  How do you feel when you reflect on the situation now?  Did it change you?  How?

3. Visit the online article from the link listed below and then answer the following question: Consider the “Ethics of Everest” as it pertains to the stories of Beck Weathers, Rob Hall, Shuttleworth, and the other climbers mentioned in the article. Can we accept that there may be different sets of ethical codes that mountaineers can abide by? Or, should mountaineers, and other extreme athletes, be expected to follow the code of ethics as everyone else, despite the situation and environment they are in? 
