MEMOIR

Autobiographical writing allows the author to write about his or her life.  There are many different forms of autobiographical writing, including confessionals, credos, diaries, journals, letters, and memoirs.

MEMOIR
A memoir is a piece of autobiographical writing, usually shorter than a comprehensive autobiography.  The memoir often tries to capture certain highlights or meaningful moments in the author’s past, often including a contemplation of the meaning of that event at the time of the writing of the memoir.  The memoir is usually more concerned with emotion than factual information.  It is the author’s memory of an event or time in their life rendered through literary devises. 
MEMOIR CHECKLIST
· Focus on a brief period of time or series of related events.

· Narrative structure, including many of the usual elements of storytelling such as setting, plot development, imagery, conflict, characterization, foreshadowing and flashback.

· The writer’s contemplation of the meaning of these events in retrospect.

· A fictional quality even though the story is true.

· Emotional quality.

· More personal reconstruction of the events and their impact.

· Therapeutic experience for the memoirist, especially when the memoir is about a personal crisis.

· Written in the first person.
THERE ARE THREE STEPS THIS THIS ASSIGNMENT:

1) USE THE CHART BELOW TO BRAIN STORM SOME MEMORIES YOU CAN EXPAND UPON FOR YOUR MEMOIR.  YOU WILL HAND THIS IN.
	
	Memory 1
	Memory 2
	Memory 3
	Memory 4

	Who was there
	
	
	
	

	Where were you
	
	
	
	

	When was it
	
	
	
	

	What happened
	
	
	
	

	How has it impacted you
	
	
	
	

	Why is it important
	
	
	
	


2) CHOOSE ONE OF YOUR MEMORIES FROM THE CHART AND WRITE A 1 PAGE MINI MEMOIR.  REMEMBER TO REVIEW THE MEMOIR CHECKLIST ABOVE.

3) CREATE AN 8.5/11 MEMOIR COLLAGE THAT DEPICTS KEY PICTURES AND WORDS THAT WILL PAIR WELL WITH YOUR WRITTEN PIECE. 

Memoir Evaluation

Name:







Total:
/15
	Category
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1

	Overall Requirements

  /5
	All (3) of the overall requirements are met including a the memory chart, 1 page written component and a memoir collage
	Most of the overall requirements are met, 1 is partially complete
	Some of the overall requirements are met, 1 of the three part of the assignment are complete
	Many (2 or more) requirements are not met

	Content

 /5
	Memoir contains all of the required elements.  Collage is complete
	Memoir contains most or the required elements. Collage shows some effort
	Memoir contains some of the required elements. Collage shows little effort
	Many elements of a memoir are missing.  Collage is incomplete or not submitted.

	Style

  /3
	Memoir is written in the first person

Narrative techniques are used to effectively add interest
	Memoir is written in the first person

Many narrative techniques are used
	First person narration is used at times

Some narrative techniques are used
	First person narration is not used

Narrative techniques are missing or fail to add interest

	Spelling/Grammar

  /2
	Spelling and grammar are nearly flawless
	Minor spelling and grammar errors 


	Some spelling and grammar errors
	Spelling and grammar errors cloud meaning


Comments:

